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Status 
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2a)\3 This action is FINAL. 2b)KI This action is non-final. 
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Application Papers 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claims 31,32,36 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Dobson (US 4,666,129). 

As to claim 31 , Dobson discloses a barrier system to prevent access through an 
opening (open space) comprising: 

a planar, accordion (Figure 8) barrier sheet 11 (strips 12 form triangular sections 
which are assembled to form a barrier sheet 1 1 having a barrier plane defined by 
respective sides of the triangular sections which lies within a common plane; thus 
defining a planar barrier sheet) comprising a plurality of strips 12 with cutters connected 
to each other with rivets 21 ; 

wherein the planar accordion barrier sheet is operable in the plane between an 
extended condition (tape barrier 11 installed) whereby the planar, accordion barrier 
sheet substantially covers the opening and a retracted condition (tape barrier 11 not 
installed) whereby the planar, accordion barrier sheet does not substantially cover the 
opening (Figures 1,3,7 and 8). 
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As to claim 32, Dobson discloses a system wherein the planar, accordion barrier 
sheet 11 folds into equal sized, fiat segments 12 when in the retracted condition (tape 
barrier 11 not Installed; Figure 8). 

As to claim 36, Dobson discloses a system wherein the cutters are razors (Figure 

1). 

As to claim 37, Dobson discloses a system wherein the cutters are barbs (Figure 

1). 

3. Claims 21-24, 26-35, 38 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 

anticipated by Catalano et al. (US 2,990,880). 

As to claim 21, Catalano et al. disclose a barrier system comprising: 

a frame 14,16 (Figure 1 1) with a top, bottom, and two side portions 14,16 which 

define an opening; 

a planar barrier disposed within the frame comprised of a plurality of strips 24,26 
with cutters (edge flanges are capable of cutting an intruder; thus defining cutters; 
Figure 9) that is operable in the plane between an extended condition whereby the 
planar barrier substantially covers the opening and a retracted condition whereby the 
planar barrier does not substantially cover the opening (Figures 6,9 and 11). 

As to claim 22, Catalano et al. disclose a system wherein the top portion of the 
frame is a ceiling, the bottom portion is a floor, and the two side portions 14,16 are walls 
(Figure 11). 

As to claim 23, Catalano et al. disclose a system comprising a barrier sheet (door 
or window pane; Figure 11) that Is attached to the frame that covers the planar barrier. 
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As to claim 24, Catalano et al. disclose a system wherein the barrier sheet (door 
or window pane; Figure 11) il (inherently) glass. 

Examiner notes that claim 24 does not claim that the planar barrier is located 
between an interior side and an exterior side of the frame, nor that two glass barrier 
sheets are attached to both the interior side and the exterior side of the frame to enable 
one glass barrier sheet to cover one side of the planar barrier and the other glass 
barrier sheet to cover the other side of the planar barrier, nor that the planar barrier 
comprises a plurality of strips with a plurality of razors. 

As to claim 26, Catalano et al. disclose a system wherein the frame is a doorway 
(Figure 11). 

As to claim 27, Catalano et al. disclose a system wherein the frame contains a 
window with an interior and exterior side and the planar barrier (door or window pane; 
Figure 11) is mounted on the exterior side of the window within the frame. 

Applicant is reminded that the orientation of an object is based upon the angle 
from which it is viewed. 

As to claim 28, Catalano et al. disclose a system comprising a sheet of glass 
(door or window pane; Figure 11) placed on the interior side of the window that covers 
the planar barrier. 

Applicant is reminded that the orientation of an object is based upon the angle 
from which It is viewed. 
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As to claim 29, Catalano et al. disclose a system comprising a retraction 
compartment 36 located on the frame that can receive (via member 40) the planar 
barrier when it is in the retracted condition (Figure 11). 

As to claim 30, Catalano et al. disclose a system wherein the retraction 
compartment 36 is located on (adjacent) the top portion of the frame (Figure 11). 

As to claim 31 , Catalano et al. disclose a barrier system to prevent access 
through an opening comprising: 

a planar, accordion barrier sheet comprising a plurality of strips 24,26 with cutters 
(edge flanges are capable of cutting an intruder; thus defining cutters; Figure 9) 
connected to each other with rivets 28; 

wherein the planar accordion barrier sheet is operable in the plane between an 
extended condition whereby the planar, accordion barrier sheet substantially covers the 
opening and a retracted condition whereby the planar, accordion barrier sheet does not 
substantially cover the opening (Figures 6,9 and 11). 

As to claim 32, Catalano et al. disclose a system wherein the planar, accordion 
barrier sheet folds into equal sized, flat segments 24,26 when in the retracted condition 
(Figure 5). 

As to claim 33, Catalano et al. disclose a system wherein the planar, accordion 
barrier sheet is placed within a frame 14,16 that is defined by top, bottom, and side 
portions 14,16 (Figure 11). 
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As to claim 34, Catalano at al. disclose a system comprising two barrier sheets 
(door or window panes; Figure 11) located on the frame that cover the planar accordion 
barrier sheet. 

As to claim 35, Catalano et aL disclose a system wherein the two barrier sheets 
(door or window panes; Figure 1 1) are (inherently) glass. 

Examiner notes that claim 35 does not claim that the planar barrier sheet is 
located between an interior side and an exterior side of the frame, nor that the glass 
barrier sheets are attached to both the interior side and the exterior side of the frame to 
enable one glass barrier sheet to cover one side of the planar barrier sheet and the 
other glass barrier sheet to cover the other side of the planar barrier sheet, nor that the 
planar barrier sheet comprises a plurality of strips with a plurality of razors. 

As to claim 38, Catalano et al. disclose a system comprising a retraction 
compartment 36 that can receive (via member 40) the planar, accordion barrier sheet 
when it is in the retracted condition (Figure 7). 

As to claim 39, Catalano et al. disclose a system comprising a retraction 
compartment 36 located on (adjacent) the top portion of the frame that can receive (via 
member 40) the planar, accordion barrier sheet when it is in the retracted condition 
(Figure 7). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Catalano et al. 

As to claim 25, Catalano et al. fail to disclose a system wherein the barrier sheet 
is plastic. 

The applicant is reminded that the selection of a known material based upon its 
suitability for the intended use is a design consideration within the skill of the art. In re 
Leshin . 227 F.2d 197, 125 USPQ 416 (CCPA 1960). Accordingly, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify a system as disclosed by Catalano et al. wherein the barrier sheet is plastic as 
such material is a well-known, widely used and commercially available material within 
the art. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claim 40 is allowed. 

7. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

As to claim 40, Catalano et al. disclose the claimed barrier system with the 
exception of comprising a planar barrier located between the interior and exterior sides 
of the frame comprised of a plurality of strips with a plurality of razors; and two glass 
sheets attached to both the interior side and the exterior side of the frame to enable one 
glass sheet to cover one side of the planar barrier and the other glass sheet to cover the 
other side of the planar barrier. 
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There is no teaching or suggestion, absent the applicants' own disclosure, for 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
barrier system as disclosed by Catalano et al. to have the above mentioned elemental 
features. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments filed September 23, 2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

As to claim 31, Attorney argues that: 

Dobson does not disclose a barrier system comprising a planar barrier sheet. 

Examiner disagrees. As to claim 31, Dobson discloses a barrier system 
comprising a planar barrier sheet 11 (strips 12 form triangular sections which are 
assembled to form a barrier sheet 11 having a barrier plane defined by respective sides 
of the triangular sections which lies within a common plane; thus defining a planar 
barrier sheet; Figure 7). 

As to claims 21 and 31 , Attorney argues that: 

Catalano et al. do not disclose a barrier system comprising a planar barrier 
comprising a plurality of strips with cutters. 

Examiner disagrees. As to claims 21 and 31, Catalano et al. disclose a barrier 
system comprising a planar barrier comprising a plurality of strips 24,26 with cutters 
(edge flanges are capable of cutting an intruder; thus defining cutters; Figure 9). . 
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Conclusion 

9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of tlie extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael P. Ferguson whose telephone number Is 
(571)272-7081. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (571)272-7087. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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